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Welcome to Our New Board Member! 
Ambassador Darja Bavdaž Kuret 

 

Her Excellency, Ms. Darja Bavdaž Kuret, is the Permanent 
Representative of the Republic of Slovenia to the United Nations. 
She has forty years of experience in international relations, and 
has held a wide array of positions as a Representative for the 
Republic of Slovenia. She has worked with the Slovenian Republic 
Committee for International Cooperation, as well as on the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Ambassador Kuret has a degree in 
Social Sciences from the University of Ljubljana. 
 

Previously she has held a position as the Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Slovenia to 
Hungary, the Republic of Bulgaria, and the Republic of India. She 
has been Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia to the Republic 
of Sri Lanka, the Republic of Nepal, the Republic of Bangladesh, 
and the Kingdom of Bhutan. 
 

Ambassador Kuret has been a champion of sustainability 
throughout her years as a Representative. Recently she, along 

with other diplomats, observed World Bee Day at UN Headquarters to raise awareness of the 
importance of pollinators. She argued that we need bees to cope with many of the global 
challenges laid out in the Sustainable Development Goals, such as hunger and biodiversity.  
 
We are delighted to welcome Ambassador Kuret as an NGO Sustainability Board Member, and are 
sure she will make an excellent addition!   

   Keep up with us! 
 
 

ngosusta inab i l i ty@gmai l . com 
 
www.unngosusta inab i l i ty .org 
 
www.facebook .com/NGOSusta inab i l i ty  
 
@ngosusta inab i l i ty  
 
@ngosus inc 
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“If Seeing the World Helps 
Ruin It, Should We Stay 
Home?” 
Andy Newman 

Travel, once an adventurous escape is the single 
worst action an individual can do for the 
environment. The amount of airline passengers 
has doubled since 2003, and a family of 3 flying 
from NY to Miami generates 2.4 metric tons of 
CO2. Cruise ships emit 3-4 times more CO2 per 
passenger than a jet. 
 

 
Left photo: Gary Bell/Oceanwideimages.com; Right photo: 

Roger Grace/Greenpeace 

Link to Article: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/03/travel/traveling-
climate-change.html 
 

“Can methane burps be 
bred out of cows?” 
Sarah Gibbens 

Studies show that inherited microbes are 
responsible for the high methane production in 
cows’ bodies. Altering the genetic makeup of a 
cow could cut out 25% of methane in the US. 
With this discovery, scientists can potentially 
make an eco-friendly cow, adding to the lifestyle 
changes people must make to save the planet. 
The breeding of low-methane cows has already 
begun with no noticeable side effects.  
 

Link to Article: 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/07/c
an-methane-burps-be-bred-out-of-cows/ 
 

 “Teaching global warming 
in a charged political 
climate.” 
Caroline Preston 

 
Nick Oxford/The Hechinger Report 

Climate and earth sciences have been pushed 
aside in primary and secondary education in the 
United States. In the context of climate change, 
teachers lack a comprehensive knowledge and 
the skills to explain such complex sciences to 
children. The problem is further degraded by the 
political nature of the subject. Some parents who 
have occupations that contribute negatively to 
climate change - such as coal mining - may view 
an education containing climate change 
knowledge to be persuading their children at a 
young age to be on one side of the political 
spectrum. However, teachers nationwide are 
attempting to stand up - regardless of their 
personal political affiliations - and learn ways in 
which they can educate future generations on the 
importance of climate change. 
 
Link to Article: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/teaching-
global-warming-in-a-charged-political-
climate/2019/07/05/34305146-9e7f-11e9-85d6-
5211733f92c7_story.html?utm_term=.8cf30c965dd3 
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“Climate Change Denialists 
Dubbed Auto Makers the 
‘Opposition’ in Fight Over 
Trump’s Emissions 
Rollback.” 
Hiroko Tabuchi 

 
Erin Kirkland/New York Times 

President Trump has rolled back the rules Obama 
set forth on automakers to help fight climate 
change. This rollback is concerning even 
automakers with the instability and 
environmental detriment it causes. America’s 
vehicles could emit an extra 900 million metric 
tons of CO2 into the air between now and 2035. 
Moreover, conservative think-tanks use their 
platform to increase the number of climate 
denialists in favor of fossil fuel production. 
 
Link to Article: https://nyti.ms/2KUkDOa 
 

“The Seychelles May Soon 
Be Powered by Floating 
Solar Panels Courtesy Of 
The Clinton Foundation.” 
Priya Shukla 

This floating solar array is expected to have an 
estimated capacity of 3.5-4 MWAC (megawatts of 

energy that have been converted into alternate 
current).  This could potentially omit over 3,500 
tons of carbon emissions, which is equivalent to 
stopping nearly 450 cars from driving for one 
year. 
 
Link to Article: 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/priyashukla/2019/06/18/the-
seychelles-may-soon-be-powered-by-floating-solar-panels-
courtesy-of-the-clinton-foundation/#6324d25e3ea1 
 

 “United Touts 
Environmental Impact 
From Eco-Friendly Flights.” 
Grant Martin 

 
United Airlines/Skift 

United operated a flight from Chicago to LA and 
saved 3.3% of fuel with conservative engine use 
and a gradual descent. The airline also offset 40 
metric tons of CO2 with 30% biofuel for this 
flight. Passengers were given compostable 
flatware and plates and recyclable cups., creating 
only 21.5 pounds of waste compared to its usual 
65 pounds. 
 
Link to Article: https://skift.com/2019/06/12/united-
touts-environmental-impact-from-eco-friendly-flights/ 
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“These 5 countries plan to 
slash their CO2 emissions. 
But how will they do it?” 
Joe Meyers 

Ireland’s Climate Change Plan includes action in 
agriculture, transport, and electricity (image 
below shows some of the Irish government’s 
proposed actions). 

 
Irish Government 

The UK is committed to net zero greenhouse gas 
emissions. Costa Rica is also committed to net 
zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. Chile is 
aiming for carbon neutrality by the middle of the 
century. Sweden uses energy and climate 
advisors to help the public switch to renewable 
energy.  
 

Link to Article: 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/06/these-5-
countries-all-have-ambitious-plans-to-cut-their-emissions-
but-how-are-they-doing-
it?fbclid=IwAR3un29mCoVtv4kLNWUNIGf7kQOAqemq00HI2q
VO_z0dUDtSkyYR2Mg5j44 
 

“Artificial Intelligence—A 
Game Changer for Climate 
Change and the 
Environment.” 
Renee Cho 

 
Los Alamos National Lab 

Artificial Intelligence can help predict climate 
change, disasters and assess the damage 
possible. In addition, AI can also help: build 
sustainable cities, sustainable transport, smart 
agriculture, and ocean conservation but it also 
has some drawbacks the major one being 
security and performance. 
 
Link to Article:  
https://blogs.ei.columbia.edu/2018/06/05/artificial-
intelligence-climate-environment/ 

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF NGO SUSTAINABILITY 
OR TO MAKE DONATIONS: 

 

Please visit 
www.unngosustainability.org 
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