
 

 

	
 
In 2017, I had the privilege of traveling to Sumba Island to conduct a feasibility study of 
supplying solar home systems to a remote area in West Sumba. The current electrification in 
Sumba is only 24.55%, despite the island’s abundant renewable energy potential, such as wind, 
solar, water, and bioenergy. Numerous villages are spread out around the island and extremely 
isolated, causing difficulties for the 
national grid to map out power lines to 
each village. Due to the poor electric 
infrastructure in Sumba, many 
households are still heavily-dependent 

on kerosene lamps. However, the 
inhabitants of Sumba Island are 

used to living without 
electricity, so when 

electric systems stop 
working, they have no 
problem with 
reverting to their 
previous lifestyle, 
as it has worked for them for many years. To me, it was heartbreaking to see 
this because I grew up with electricity and cannot imagine my life without it. 
However, to them, it’s the opposite: They cannot imagine life with dependable 
electricity. Sumba is one of the poorest regions in Indonesia, and with this 

project, Hivos has high hopes in providing Sumbanese with sustainable energy.
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87,000 Tons of Plastic and Counting in Pacific 
By Livia Albeck-Ripka 

Occupying the span of four times the size of California lay more 
than 87,000 tons of plastic debris at the bottom of the Pacific 
Ocean. The plastic eventually decomposes into minute fragments, 
is eaten by sea animals, and then enters our food chain. Although 
the majority of the debris is composed of larger items, the rubbish 
will eventually disintegrate into microplastics, which are 
extremely difficult to remove from the ocean. The Ocean 
Cleanup Foundation plans to launch a mechanism to extract 
larger plastic objects from the patch. 

To access article: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/22/climate/great- 
pacific-garbage-patch.html 

 

Let’s Bag Plastic Bags 
By Joseph Curtin 

Since the early 2000s, nations have slowly become more 
conscientious of their use of plastic materials and the impact 
that they have on the planet. Many municipalities and countries 
require companies to impose fees for single-use plastic bags, 
and some have even banned plastic bags in their entirety. 
Although momentum is growing in terms of monitoring and 
restricting the use of plastic, the planet remains heavily 
impacted by the past and current abuse of the material.  

To access article: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/03/opinion/sunday/plastic-bags-
pollution-oceans.html 

 
Bans on Plastic Straws in Restaurants Expand to More Cities 

By Daniel Victor 

After plastic straws are disposed, they typically end up washed 
up on beaches or buried in landfills. Because these straws do not 
biodegrade naturally, they remain in our ecosystem for years. 
Fortunately, many international organizations and governments 
have begun to outlaw the distribution of plastic straws. However, 
foundations like the American Chemistry Council advocate for 
the restriction—not the prohibition—of such objects. 
 
To access article: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/03/climate/plastic-
straw-bans.html 
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Arctic Sea Ice Missed a Record Low This Winter, 
Barely. 

By Pierre-Louis, Popovich, and Pearce 

The Artic Sea ice has been decreasing throughout many 
years--a phenomenon associated with global warming. For 
the past couple of years, the ice of the Artic Sea has been 
decreasing as it has been melting more than it has been 
growing. However, this past year, the ice grew more than it 
melted. This has been linked to the unusual weather in 
North America and in Europe. The weather is influenced 
by the temperature of jet streams and since the difference 
in temperature between the Artic and other latitude has 
decreased, it produces these unusual weather patterns.  
To access article: 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/03/23/climate/arctic-
ice-maximum.html 

 

 

 
 

More of the Bay Area Could Be Underwater in 2100 
Than Previously Expected 

By Troy Griggs 

The land around San Francisco Bay is simultaneously sinking 
as the sea around it rises at a speed faster than previously 
estimated. By the year 2100 San Francisco International 
Airport could lose half of its runways and areas that have 
been built on engineered landfills are extremely vulnerable to 
both sinking land and rising sea levels. The endangered area 
range has increased from 48 to 166 square miles and some 
areas are sinking as fast as 10 millimeters per year.  Despite 
these projected figures, climate change that affects sea levels 
makes estimates unreliable and it is an unknown as to how 
quickly sea levels will rise in the second half of the 21st century. 

To access article: 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/03/07/climate/san-
francisco-sinking-land-flooding-climate-change.html 

 

 

The Effects of Change 
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The World Is Embracing S.U.V.s. That’s Bad News for the 
Climate. 

By Hiroko Tabuchi 

The SUV boom is impairing the advances of fuel saving 
technology in electric vehicles since the majority of SUVs are not 
electric. However, SUVs are more convenient for bumpy roads 
and bigger families. The mass production of SVU encourage the 
male mentality of needing a big vehicle to haul things. While 
people are adapting to the idea of owning an SUV, it increases the 
number of engines on the road that do not have fuel saving 
technology. 

To access article: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/03/climate/suv-sales-global-

climate.html 
 

Kelp Farms and Mammoth Windmills Are Just Two of the 
Government’s Long-Shot Energy Bets 

By Brad Plumer 

Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy is a US federal 
program that spends $300 million a year in untested technologies 
that have potential in solving energy problems worldwide. This 
week a convention was held in Washington D.C. for creators to 
demonstrate their ideas. While the creations that stem from this 
government program are still in the developing stages, the 
government has not cut its budget as Congress believes that 
private companies do not have the patience to wait the many years 
that it takes for new technologies to yield good results.  

To access article: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/16/climate/arpa-e-summit.html 

 

Building a Connected City from the Ground Up 
By Lisa Prevost 

LStar Ventures is building a city from scratch near Boston, 
planning on incorporating smart technology into all the systems 
that will serve the community. The city coined Union Point, will 
have micro grid technology, power storage, and “intelligent” street 
lights that detect sound, light, and other conditions. The company 
is also in agreement with Optimus Ride in order to have self-
driving vehicle service in the new city. The main concerns include 
failing to attract revenue, residents, and data collection which Mr. 
Corkum has to be limited for privacy concerns.  

To access article: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/03/business/smart-
city.html?mtrref=www.google.com&gwh=39D4C868D757882E1B46B88F3D99ABA2&gwt=pay 

In Other News… 
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