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Contact us at: ngosustainability@gmail.com Visit us at: www.unngosustainability.org 
………. 

Board Member Portrait 
Ambassador Koki Muli Grignon 

H.E. Koki Muli Grignon is the Ambassador of the Republic of Kenya to the United Nations. Prior to her                   

appointment, she served as a lecturer at South Eastern Kenya University. 

The Ambassador’s leadership roles are as Vice-Chairperson of The Bureau of Commission of Status of Women,                

representing the African Group as the Vice Chair in the Bureau of United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF13) until May                    

2018. 

Ambassador Muli Grignon has extensive experience working with the government of Kenya as an advisor and                

expert, and has also worked with and consulted for inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations. She also               

was editor at the Nairobi Law Monthly Journal and a weekly columnist of the East African Standard Daily Newspaper,                   

Kenya. 

Ambassador Muli Grignon is an international human rights lawyer and an elections and constitutional law               

expert, an Advocate of the Judiciary of Kenya and East Africa, Commissioner for Oaths, Notary Public and a Certified                   

Public Secretary. She is a Graduate of University of London; University of Nairobi, Kenya School of Law and a 1992                    

Human Rights Advocate and Visiting Scholar, Columbia University, New York, among others. 
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Travel Industry Is Playing Catch-Up on Plastic Straws 

Adam H. Graham 

 

Photo Credit: washingtonpost.com 

 

Since plastic degrades to microscopic particles and       

bioaccumulates, large industrial consumers-- cruise     

lines such as Royal Caribbean, airlines such as Fiji         

Airways and hotels such as Marriot- are seeking to         

eliminate their use of plastic straws. This trend was         

preceded by the British monarchy when Queen       

Elizabeth II banned plastic straws and bottles from royal         

property with other entities in Britain following.  
 

Link to Article: https://nyti.ms/2Kt9Ree 
 

Plastic to outweigh fish in the sea if waste keeps 

flowing 

Adela Suliman 

Photo Credit: telegraph.co.uk 

A study in published in a Public Library of Science          

journal in 2014 revealed that the world’s oceans        

contained more than 5 trillion pieces of plastic which         

eventually break down to form microscopic pieces that        

threaten food chains. For this reason, countries have        

taken initiatives to reduce the use of plastic and remove          

them from the oceans. For example, The Ocean Cleanup         

is a Dutch foundation that has committed to reducing         

the Great Pacific Garbage Patch by 50%. France has         

banned plastic bags and will ban plastic cups and plates          

in 2020 while Kenya has banned plastic bags,        

household, and commercial plastic packaging. 

Link to Article: 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-global-environment-oceans-wa

ste/plastic-to-outweigh-fish-in-the-sea-if-waste-keeps-flowing-idUSK

BN18Z1A8 

With More Carbon Dioxide, Less Nutritious Foods 

Brad Plumer 

Photo Credit: nytimes.com 

In recent years, researchers have discovered that the        

extra carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is making our         

most important crops less nutritious by changing their        

chemical makeup and diluting vitamins and minerals. A        

new study has found that rice exposed to elevated         

levels of carbon dioxide contains lower amounts of        

several important nutrients. If crop scientists can’t solve        

the problem, larger changes may be needed to offset         

the negative effect on nutrition worldwide, as people        

need diverse diets with quality food sources in order to          

be healthy.  
 

Link to Article: https://nyti.ms/2x7c8cu 
 

Carbon Capture, the Vacuum Cleaner the Climate 

Needs  

Eric Roston 

Photo Credit: wfdd.org 

Trees could solve our carbon problems single-handedly,       

but in order to do so we’d need an area 3 times bigger             

than India to plant them in. Therefore, we must turn to           

alternative solutions of carbon removal. There are two        

main types of carbon removal technology: Carbon       

Capture and Storage, and Carbon Removal. Carbon       
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Capture and Storage involves capturing carbon from       

exhaust pipes and storing it deep underground or        

pumping it into oil wells. Carbon Removal uses        

machines to capture carbon in open air and use it to           

make materials such as fuel, plastic, and concrete. 

 
Link to Article: 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-05-18/carbon-cap

ture-the-vacuum-cleaner-the-climate-needs-quicktake 

 

Humans are causing massive changes in the location of 

water around the world, NASA says 

Chris Mooney 

Photo Credit: pulseheadlines.com 

Water is moving from the mid-latitudinal areas towards        

the tropics and upper latitudes. This is due to a          

combination of climate change and human withdrawal       

of water. It could lead to drought in highly populated          

regions in the future. As we need a lot of water to make             

food, these shortages could also cause famine as        

populations continue to increase. 
 

Link to Article: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2

018/05/16/humans-are-causing-massive-changes-in-the-location-of-

water-all-over-the-earth-nasa-says/?utm_term=.b07babf6f2da 

 

Worm Food 

The Economist 

Photo Credit: economist.com 

Plastic consumption has tripled over the last twenty five         

years. Instead of recycling, researchers at Stanford       

University have found that mealworms can successfully       

digest and break down polystyrene. Compared to the        

time it takes the same plastics to break down in          

landfills, these invertebrates might help solve our       

plastic problem faster than anticipated. 

 
Link to Article: 

https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/2018/05/26/a

nother-way-to-recycle-plastic 

 

Patagonia Versus Trump 
David Gelles  

Photo Credit: stoneforest.ru 

Patagonia sued President Trump after his stated       

intention to release 85% of Bears Ears national        

monument and 50% of Grand Staircase-Escalante from       

federal protection. President Trump argued that he was        

diminishing top-down administrative control but     

stakeholders highlighted the potential for harmful      

industrial activities such as drilling and mining.       

Patagonia, local groups and the Hogan Lovells law firm         

highlighted this motive as a violation of the Antiquities         

Act of 1906 which allows presidents to establish        

national monuments but does not supports elimination       

by parties other than Congress. 

 
Link to Article: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/05/business/patagonia-trump-b

ears-ears.html 

 

Additional Resources: 

Check out DSIRE, a database of state incentives and 

policies for renewable energy and sustainability. 
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