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Welcome to Our Newest Board Member! 
Mr. Duane Nelson 

     Duane Nelson is the founder, President and CEO of  
     EnviroLeach Technologies Inc. His company has  
     developed a cost-effective and environmentally  
     friendly alternative to cyanide for the hydro metallurgical
     extraction of precious metals for the mining and Electronic
     Waste sectors. The patent-pending EnviroLeach process is
     safe, eco-friendly, and provides superior leach kinetics and
     broader applicability spectrum than cyanide on most ores, 
     concentrates and E-Waste.      
              
     Along with this, Mr. Nelson was the CEO and co-founder of 
     Silvermex Resources Inc., a past TSX listed gold and silver 
producer. Also, he was the CEO and founder of Quotemedia Inc., a successful financial 
market data company established in 1998.       
       
Recently, EnviroLeach Technologies has announced that it will participate in the 22nd 
Annual Needham Growth Conference being held at the Lotte New York Palace Hotel in 
New York City on Tuesday, January 14, 2020.  
 
We are delighted to welcome Mr. Duane Nelson as an NGO Sustainability Board Member, 
and are sure he will make an excellent addition! 
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‘Keep Our Rivers Flowing Freely’  
Macarena Soler, Monta Aguirre and Juan 
Pablo Orrego  
 
 

 
 

Photo by Marcos Zegers for the NYT 
 
In an effort to put an end to dam construction 
and return more rivers to their natural, free-
flowing state, several Chilean organizations are 
at the forefront of a worldwide campaign to 
create national laws and renewed protections 
for wild rivers. With only ⅓ of the world’s 177 
largest rivers remaining free-flowing, the 
effects of hydropower dams result in a billion 
tons of greenhouse gases being emitted and 
200 millions tons of carbon being withdrawn 
from the air each year. Rivers have remained 
an afterthought in global climate talks for 
decades, yet we are harshly reminded that 
they will be irrevocably changed if permanent 
legal protection isn’t provided worldwide.  
 
Link to article: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/29/opinion/cl
imate-change-hydroelectric-
dam.html?searchResultPosition=1 
 
 
‘Why the Fires in Australia Are 
So Bad’  
Andy Parsons and Russell Goldman 

Australia is in the midst of one of the country’s 
worst fire seasons in its history, with at least 
15 people killed, millions of acres of land 
burned, and hundreds of homes destroyed all 
within the last few months. The cause of these 
devastating fires is a combination of record-
breaking temperatures, extended droughts, 
and strong winds. Scientists have predicted 
that Australia’s bushfires will only intensify as 
climate change worsens, as longer and more 
frequent periods of extreme heat, along with 
worsening conditions, make vegetation drier 
and more likely to burn. With the world’s 
attention on these catastrophic fire conditions, 
an intense focus has been placed on the 
Australian government’s failure to reduce 
emissions of carbon dioxide, which traps heat 
when released into the atmosphere. Despite 
the millions of wildlife deaths and continuous 
destruction from the fires, the Australian 
government has found it difficult to reach a 
consensus regarding its climate change 
policy. 
 
Link to article: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/01/world/au
stralia/fires.html?searchResultPosition=6 
 
 

 
Photo by Matthew Abbott for the NYT 
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‘Climate signals detected in 
global weather’ 
Materials provided by ETH Zurich. Originally 
written by Peter Rüegg 
 

 
 

Photo provided by nature.com 
 
According to the researchers, climate change 
can be discerned in daily weather data, such 
as surface air temperature and humidity, 
provided that global spatial patterns are taken 
into account.  
 
Link to article: 
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/0
1/200102143429.htm  
 
 
‘Climate change may cut soil’s 
ability to absorb water’ 
Rutgers University 
 
Climate change may reduce the ability of soils 
to absorb water in many parts of the world. 
This could have serious implications for 
groundwater supplies, food production, and 
security, storm-water runoff, biodiversity, and 
ecosystems. During a 25-year experiment in 
Kansas that involved irrigation of prairie soil 
with sprinklers, scientists found that a 35 
percent increase in rainfall led to a 21 percent 

to 33 percent reduction in water infiltration 
rates in soil and only a small increase in water 
retention. 
 

 
 

Photo provided by inverse.com 
 
Link to article:  
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/0
9/190911151204.htm  
 
 
‘JetBlue plans to go completely 
carbon neutral on all U.S. flights’ 
Drew Jones 
 
JetBlue announces that it plans to go carbon-
neutral on all domestic flights starting in July, a 
first for a major U.S. airline. The company’s 
plan involves reducing its flights’ overall carbon 
emissions and increasing its investment in 
carbon offsets.  

 
 

Photo provided by businesstraveller.com 
The initiative is projected to increase JetBlue’s 
annual total of offset emissions from 2 billion 
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pounds of carbon to between 15 billion and 17 
billion pounds. JetBlue will offset the amount 
via forest conservation projects, solar and wind 
farms, and other efforts through 
Carbonfund.org, EcoAct, Neste and South 
Pole. 
 
Link to article: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/2020/0
1/08/jetblue-plans-go-completely-carbon-
neutral-all-us-flights/  
 
 
‘Inaction over climate 
emergency ‘not an option’ says 
UN Assembly chief’ 
UN News 

 
 

Photo by Aurélia Rusek 
 

Tijani Muhammad-Bande addressed the 
International Organization for Renewable 
Energy High-Level meeting regarding the 
threat faced by Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS). “Inaction will put at risk all life on earth 
as we know it,” warned Mr. Muhammad-Bande. 
Climate change is the single greatest security  

and development threat facing SIDS, despite it 
not being of their making. As such, Mr. 
Muhammad-Bande urges the international 
community to focus on SIDS, as they require 
their long-term attention and investment in 
order to, not only survive, but thrive. 
 
Link to article: 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/01/1055171 
 
 
‘We’re building an army’: Jane 
Fonda caps off weeks of climate 
protest in D.C. 
Sarah Kaplan 
 
Jane Fonda, along with celebrity friends, join a 
sea of protesters for the weeekly “Fire Drill 
Friday.” Their movement pushes against 
financial institutions’ ties to the fossil fuel 
industry. Despite being detained five times, 
Fonda remains steadfast in her fight.  
 

 
 

Photo by Paul Morigi / Getty 

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF NGO SUSTAINABILITY 
OR TO MAKE DONATIONS: 

Please visit: 
www.unngosustainability.org 

 
Producer: Roma Stibravy, President 

Editors: Maeve McLeod and Cassidy Villafranca 
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