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A Rare Republican Call to 
Climate Action 

 

New York Times Editorial Board 
Feb 13, 2017 
 
The new Climate Leadership Council, consisting 
of several prominent Republicans, endorsed a 
proposed tax on carbon emissions at $40 a ton. 
The tax would be paid by oil refineries and other 
fossil fuel companies that would pass costs on to 
consumers with higher gas and electricity 
prices. This helps people adjust to higher energy 
prices and give them an incentive to reduce 
consumption or switch to renewable sources of 
energy. A large majority of Americans want the 
government to address climate change — 78 
percent of registered voters support taxing 
emissions, regulating them or doing both. 
 
Link: 
http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publication
s/politics-global-warming-november-2016/2/ 
 

Wind Power Surpasses 
Hydroelectric in a Crucial 
Measure  

Diane Cardwell  Feb.9, 2017 
 
Link: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/09/busin
ess/energy-environment/wind-energy-
renewable.html?_r=0 
 
The wind industry crossed an important 
threshold in the United States last year, 
exceeding the generating capacity 
of hydroelectric power for the first time, 
according to the American Wind Energy 
Association. 
Hydroelectric edged out wind in terms of 
power sent to the grid by roughly 30 percent 
in 2015, though both forms trailed fossil fuels 
and nuclear power by wide margins. The 
impetus driving the robust spread of wind 
farms across the country — with a dense 
cluster sweeping up from Texas through the 
Great Plains — has been a combination of 
federal tax incentives and state mandates 
requiring utilities to buy renewable energy as 
part of their strategies to reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions to stem climate change. 
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Light Bulbs That Help You Sleep 
 

Ronda Kaysen Feb.10, 2017 
 
Link: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/10/realestat
e/light-bulbs-that-help-you-sleep.html 
 
People are exposing themselves to light and it’s 
having a cascading effect on their health on multiple 
levels. As lighting technology improves, companies 
are making more dynamic lighting that adjusts 
through the day. Apple introduced Night Shift so 
users can reduce the amount of blue light emitted 
from iPad and iPhone screens. Lighting Science has 
produced a line of biological bulbs that give off light 
meant to complement the circadian rhythm, not 
disrupt it. The light that emanates from the Sleepy 
Baby Bulb does not interfere with melatonin 
production, the hormone that helps you and your 
baby sleep. The Awake and Alert bulb helps users, 
well, stay awake. Good Night light includes 
directions advising consumers to use the light as 
“part of a healthy bedtime routine” that includes 
limiting the use of electronic devices and other light 
sources for two hours before bedtime.  
 

A Crack in an Antarctic Ice Shelf 
Grew 17 Miles in the Last Two Months 

By Jugal Patel Feb. 7, 2017 

Link: 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/0
2/07/science/earth/antarctic-crack.html 
 
A rapidly advancing crack in Antarctica’s fourth-
largest ice shelf has scientists concerned that it is 
getting close to a full break. The rift has 
accelerated this year in an area already vulnerable 
to warming temperatures. Since December, the 
crack has grown by the length of about five 
football fields each day. 
The crack in Larsen C now reaches over 100 miles 
in length, and some parts of it are as wide as two 
miles. The tip of the rift is currently only about 20 
miles from reaching the other end of the ice shelf. 
Scientists fear that two crucial anchor points will 
be lost as the shelf retreats. 
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Greenpeace Links Beijing’s Air Pollution Surge to Steel 
Factories 

By Edward Wong Feb. 16, 2017 

Link: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/16/world/asia/beijing-air-pollution-china-steel-
production.html 

Despite promises to cut steel production, China actually brought more steel production online last year 
resulting in a surge in air pollution in northern China, especially around Beijing, according to 
Greenpeace. Its report showed 10 Chinese provinces increased their operating steel production 
capacity. The greatest increases were 
in Shanxi and Hebei, which are close 
to Beijing and have some of the most 
toxic air in the world. Only six 
provinces had a net decrease. The 
increase in steel production, which is 
powered by the burning of coal, also 
means that levels of greenhouse gas 
emissions from that sector grew last 
year compared with 2015 levels. In 
2013, the central government had 
announced goals to cut coal use in 
three major population centers in 
China, including in the large region 
around Beijing, to try to bring down 
levels of air pollution.  
 

A Chance for Trump to Save Our Streams 
By Chris Wood Feb. 10, 2017 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/10/opinion/a-chance-for-trump-to-save-our-streams.html 
 

The Congress has voted to overturn the Stream Protection Role, which is designed to protect streams 
from the devastating effects of mountaintop removal mining. The coal industry scrapes off the tops of 
mountains, removing the coal and then dumping the waste in valleys and creeks that pass through 
them. Over the past 20 years, these mining operations have buried or degraded nearly 2,000 miles of 
streams in Appalachia. If the Clean Water rule is abandoned, nearly 60 percent of the stream miles in 
the United States could lose essential protections afforded by the Clean Water Act, which is designed 
to eliminate direct discharges into rivers and requires permits for construction activities that affect the 
health of our waters. It is vital that Congress and the president allow this common-sense rule to stand. 
Clean water is not a political issue. It is essential to life.   


